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life and faith. He will only say, " These beliefs
hold my life together, if they are not true, my
personality is untrue, and may fall to pieces any
moment, a fate only to be desired under such
circumstances/5

ff I think we are not wholly brain.,
Magnetic mockeries; not in vain,
Like Paul with beasts., I fought with death:

Not only cunning casts in clay:

Let Science prove we are, and then
What matters Science unto men,

At least to me?   I would not stay."

The tide of trouble which came upon the wait-
ing soul of Tennyson proved itself, at last, extra-
ordinarily fertile. It awakened the deeper powers
of his genius, and qualified him to speak such
words as men In sorrow and doubt will not allow
to perish.

From these one hundred and thirty-one poems
which compose " In Memoriam " and which reflect
the thought and life of the poet for seventeen
years, we may see the gradual deepening of three
great convictions. He affirms the soul's faith in
a God of righteous love, in the survival of person-